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SWAN RIVER, FISH KILL 

429. Mr B.J. GRYLLS to the Minister for the Environment: 
I refer to the Swan River Trust’s press release of 28 June 2004 detailing the fish kill in the Swan River at Como.   

(1) Will the minister concede that an insufficient environmental flow due to the damming of the Swan-
Canning River system is the cause of the nutrification that led to the fish kill?   

(2) Given that the Premier has walked away from the National Water Initiative, which established a 
framework for returning environmental flows to the nation’s rivers, what is the minister’s proposal for 
establishing such a framework in Western Australia?   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 

(1)-(2) The fish kill at Como and also at Matilda Bay is an important issue, and I have received regular updates 
on it.  To date we have ascertained that the reason for the fish kill is that there was a Karlodinium 
micrum algal bloom outbreak last weekend.  That has peaked and the levels now are very low.  The 
reason for the fish deaths at Como is that the river is particularly shallow at Como.  There is not a lot 
that anyone can do about that.  It is an absolute load of nonsense for the member to say that freeing up 
the dam further upstream will stop those fish kills.  I put that comment into the same category as the 
comment made previously by the member for Nedlands that somehow I should stop the coral spawning 
- if only!   

The member asked what I will do about the National Water Initiative and environmental flows.  I will 
do what Governments have done since 1914.  Water legislation that covers the environment has been in 
place since 1914.  In 1999 and 2000, when the coalition was in government, it made various changes to 
that legislation that are very similar to some of the proposals in the National Water Initiative.  We will 
not sign up to a national water initiative that requires this Government to do things with water 
entitlements that are unrealistic.  We will not sign up to a national water initiative that requires every 
user to pay for his water.  When did the National Party change its policy?   

Mr B.J. Grylls:  I am talking about the National Water Initiative that allows for environmental water flows.   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  It is full cost recovery.  When did the National Party change its policy?  It is in the 
National Water Initiative. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  One of the premises of the National Water Initiative is that there be full cost recovery for 
water.  

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  That is part B.  What about part A?   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  I will repeat that point.  It is really important.  A fundamental lesson to be learnt in 
Parliament is that if parties support something, it is reasonable that they at least look at some of the detail so that 
they know what it contains.  The National Water Initiative puts forward a proposal for full cost recovery for 
water.  That is one of the issues we had argued about.  We explained that we had looked at water resource 
management charges in this State.  We had a lot of consultation.  We had a very interesting debate in this 
Parliament and the members for Merredin and Murray-Wellington disagreed with it.  Is this a National Party 
backflip?  

Mr B.J. Grylls:  We agree with returning environmental flows to the river and to the Gnangara mound.  Do you 
agree with that? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  What about full cost recovery? 

Mr B.J. Grylls:  Do you agree with that?   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  Of course I do. 

Mr B.J. Grylls:  What are you doing about it?  What is your framework?  That was the question.   

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  The member asked what I will do about it.  I will give him a basic tutorial on the current 
water legislation and the detail of the National Water Initiative, which is publicly known.  Indeed, I have had 
meetings with the Pastoralists and Graziers Association and the Western Australian Farmers Federation.  I have 
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received submissions from other groups that fully recognised that there would be full cost recovery as part of the 
National Water Initiative.  Members opposite have overlooked one very critical factor.   
 


